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DO	WE	HAVE	YOUR		CORRECT	ADDRESS?
Each mailing, the association receives several newsletters back due to old addresses and 
expired forwarding orders. PLEASE let your director know or contact your secretary, Bobby 
Herring, to report your new address. His email address is bob_herring_jr@yahoo.com

Phone number is 402-670-7623. Please save the association the expense of mailing your 
newsletter TWICE! If you know of someone who is NOT receiving their newsletter, please 
let us know that as well!

RiverTalk is a publication produced on behalf of the Nebraska Airboaters Association, Inc., by:

Publication	Printing	of	Nebraska,	Inc.

208 Third Street, P.O. Box 130

Waterloo, NE 68069

Phone  (402) 779-4696

Email  myprintjob@pubprinting.com
Layout, design and production by Publication Printing of Nebraska, Inc., on behalf of the Nebraska Airboaters Association, Inc. 
Copyright 2014, All rights reserved.

No part of this work may be reproduced, reprinted or transmitted or stored in any form or medium, or by any means, now known 
or later discovered, whether digital, electronic, mechanical (including, but not limited to photocopying and recording) or otherwise, 
or  by  any  information  storage  or  retrieval  system, without  express  prior  permission  in writing  from  the Nebraska Airboaters 
Association, Inc. Listings and events in this publication are based on information provided to the publisher by the deadline. While 
efforts have been taken in the preparation of this publication to assure its accuracy, neither the Nebraska Airboaters Association, 
Inc., or Publication Printing of Nebraska, Inc., assume any liability for errors in, changes to, or omissions from, this publication or 
from the use of the information contained herein or from any damages (whether direct or indirect, consequential, special, punitive 
or exemplary) resulting therefrom or in connection therewith.

q  Annual Membership = $25  q  Is this a New Membership?  Date
	 q  Is this a Renewal Membership?

q  Lifetime Membership = $325

Date of Birth

Name

Address

City

State  Zip Code

Email

Phone Number

Alternate Phone Number

2015 NAA Membership Application
(A CHEAP PRICE TO PAY TO PRESERVE YOUR BOATING RIGHTS.)

THE TREASURER WILL MAIL YOUR CARD AFTER THE APPLICATION IS PROCESSED.

MAIL	TO:
Nebraska Airboaters Assn.
P.O. Box 523
Fremont, NE 68026

q Save the NAA postage and
  email my newsletter to me
  at the email address on left.
  I do not need a printed issue.
q I want a Membership Card.
q I do not need a Membership 
  Card.

Please cut out this membership form and mail it to NEBRASKA AIRBOATERS ASSOCIATION, P.O. Box 523 Fremont, NE 68026

ON	THE	COVER
Caption for the cover photo goes heres
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NAA	Meeting	Minutes
October	5th,	2014

President Darrell  Starks  called  the October Directors meeting  at  the  Bottom 
Road to order at 2:00 p.m. There were 17 Directors present.

Justin Thiesen motioned to dispense with reading the minutes of the previous 
Directors’  Meeting,  Jim  Kantor  seconded  the  motion  and  was  approved.  The 
treasurer’s report was read and approved as read.

In discussing  the upcoming annual meeting, Mark Ulferts  informed us  of  the 
expense of seven guns was going to be closer to $3,000 instead of $2,500. Virgil 
Crumley motioned to approve the cost increase of the seven guns as well as to add 
three  cash prizes  of  $200,  $100,  and $50 having  ten  total  items  on  the  tickets. 
Roger  Reed  seconded  the motion  and  it  carried. Mark  informed  us  the  fishing 
contest in their area raised $350 and those proceeds will purchase an additional 
gun to raffle separately at the annual meeting. President Starks requested having 
an additional raffle table set up to sell $5 chances for a lifetime membership that 
can be used as an upgrade  from annual membership, or as a gift  to a  friend or 
relative. Virgil Crumley motioned in favor of the raffle, seconded by Mark Ulferts 
and it carried.

We discussed two of our CD’s were maturing this month. Our Homestead Bank 
in  Schuyler matures October  8th,  to  renew  for  the  same  24 month  period  they 
offered .45% and .65% for three years. Darrell stated Pinnacle Bank in Elkhorn 
offered .80%. Mark Ulferts motioned to move the funds to Pinnacle seconded by 
Roger Reed. The motion carried. Secondly our CD at First State Bank in Yutan 
will mature October 20th. Pinnacle also offered the same .80% for these funds as 
well. Virgil Crumley motioned to give First State Bank the opportunity to match 
the .80% rate or move those funds to Pinnacle Bank in Elkhorn. The motion was 
seconded by Paul Ulferts and was approved.

Darrell mentioned the Columbus Run had 125 boats participate in making the 
trip. Thunder on the Loup was another year with a record crowd of campers, tents 
and people. Our Sand Bar Pot Luck was  a wonderful  day  involving  great  food, 
conversation and fun for all, especially for the frog contest. There were 27 entrants 
in the two age groups. Darrell and Jay took  it upon themselves to pay the cash 
prizes. Dax Daubert purchased four dozen medallions and gave them out to all the 
participants. The cost of the medallions was $53.45. Wade Schafersman motioned 
and Justin Thiesen seconded to refund Dax for his truly great gesture. 

Jay  gave  us  a  presentation  of  a  3’  x  5’ NAA  flag  he  designed  for members  to 
display. Mike Denny motioned  to accept  the purchase  of  100 flags,  seconded by 
Dan Czarnecki, carried. These will be sold at the annual meeting as well as posted 
in the next newsletter. All proceeds go to the NAA.

Director’s attendance at meetings was openly discussed with the idea of having 
an  attendance  calendar  added  to  the  Director  Roster  in  the  newsletters.  This 
will help direct the importance of having directors attend, and be involved in our 
Boards decisions. Mark Ulferts motioned to add this to the newsletter, seconded 
by Roger Reed, carried.

Darrell suggested having a table at the Annual meeting for members who are 
interested in becoming directors.

Paul  and  Mark  Ulferts  asked  to  have  their  director  area  named  the  Middle 
Loup instead of Grand Island. Mark Kreikemeier motioned to make the requested 
adjustment to the roster, seconded by Randy Fetrow and was approved.

President Starks stated he invited the Nebraska Game and Parks to be present 
at  the annual meeting  in Columbus. Roger Reed motioned to continue with  the 
donation of $500 to the Nebraska Game and Parks. Mark Kreikemeier seconded 
the motion and was approved.

Darrell read an article that Gary Greving sent to the newspaper in Grand Island 
concerning remarks made about airboaters.  In  this article Gary explained  that 
an individual not associated with the NAA was giving us a tainted name because 
of their actions on a nearby river, and from our point of view it is very unwanted. 
Darrell reminded us all that our newsletter has the Airboaters Code of Ethics and 
perhaps we should all look at this occasionally.

We  talked  about  keeping  our website  current  by  updating  our  applications  in 
changing the year annually including scholarship applications as well. Rick would 
like to have pictures of the guns to be raffled on our site for members to view. Mark 
Ulferts stated he will get pictures to Rick.

Jim Kantor motioned to adjourn, seconded by Mark Kreikemeier.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Bob Herring, Jr., Secretary/Treasurer

December	14th,	2014
Morse Bluff, NE.

President Darrell Starks called the Directors meeting to order at 2:02 p.m. Roll 
call was  taken with 27  of  32 directors  present. Darrell  thanked all  present  for 
being in attendance with many issues at hand.

President Starks mentioned we have a sympathy card for all members present to 
sign for Rich and Julie Schank due to the death of Rich’s father. 

Darrell asked if the directors wanted to read the previous month’s minutes. Nick 
Hansen motioned to dispense with reading the previous months’ minutes, Jason 
Thiesen seconded the motion and it carried. Bob Herring read the financial report 
followed by the balances of our CD’s. Matt Shaw motioned to approve the reports 
seconded  by  Paul  Ulferts,  they  carried  as  well.  We  were  also  at  a  new  record 
membership of annual and lifetime members totaling 401.

President Starks read a thank you card from Linda Malfait for a $25 memorial 
we had sent. Her husband was a current NAA member and recently passed away.

Old	 Business:    Darrell  introduced  Mike  Struebing  from  Headley  Financial 
Group. Mike discussed the availability of term and whole life insurance policies 
to  our  members.  The  Board  was  asked  for  permission  to  allow  Mike  to  send 
correspondence  to  all  members.  Members  that  are  interested  will  make  their 
own contact with this offer and have their own private participation. Tim Noonan 
motioned to allow members be notified by mail, seconded by Paul Ulferts, carried. 
We will post information in the next newsletter so members will be aware of this 
opportunity to arrive by U.S. mail.

Mike  also  presented  the  board  with  information  on  investments  that  would 
generate greater returns for our monies. We discussed the cost of removing our 
investments  from  CD’s  and  transferring  to Money Market  accounts.  Following 
this, Gary Greving motioned to table further discussion concerning this issue until 
the March meeting  to  examine  all  costs  to  the Association;  seconded  by Roger 
Reed. The motion carried.

Kim Levin gave a brief report on the apparel status and will have an end of year 
report at the next meeting.

Darrell stated the Ramada Inn in Columbus has reserved a block of 60 rooms 
with a cost of $89.95 plus tax. Reservations are asked to be made by January 16, 
2015. We received two complimentary rooms; Darrell suggested the board to allow 
Bob Herring  to use  one  room. Mark Kreikemeier motioned  to  allow Bob  to use 
one room, seconded by Nick Hansen and it carried. Darrell mentioned the other 
complimentary room is good for any time after the Annual meeting and will be an 
auction item.

President Starks  asked Tim Noonan  if  he had  any  information  about  the five 
NAA scholarship winners, Tim mentioned we do not have any at this time. Bob 
mentioned in visiting with Shelly recently that we will have information available 
soon after the second semester starts.

New	Business:  Matt Shaw was in contact with Toni Sorensen who is interested 
in doing our website. She can set up a new site for approximately $1000.00. Matt 
thought the initial cost was about $100.00 per page, with any future updates at a 
$35.00 fee for each. Bob Herring mentioned we needed to make contact with Rick 
Powers before making any decisions. Nir Levin motioned to have further contact 
with Toni, Randy Fetrow seconded the motion and it carried.

Darrell  read  an  article  posted  by  Dax  and  Donna  Daubert  explaining  the 
necessity of financial aid as he is battling stage four gastric cancer. Dax is one of 
our life members and requires extended medical services. Nir Levin motioned to 
donate $500.00, seconded by Nick Hansen. The motion carried.

Les Graham contacted Darrell about possibly getting some airboaters to donate 
boats for rides for the Cattleman’s Ball on June 6, 2015. With all the events we have 
ongoing now it was decided to end this discussion until later.

Darrell announced that Levi Krause of the Nebraska Game and Parks was not 
sure who would attend the Annual meeting to receive the $500.00 donation. 

President  Starks  requested  the  expenses  to  be  allotted  for  the  raffles  at  the 
Annual meeting. Virg Crumley motioned to spend $2500.00 for approximately 50 
items to have on the live auction; it was seconded by Paul Ulferts and carried. For 

Continued on Page 4
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2014-15	Officers	&	Directors	Attendance
Director AreA contAct 

number
AnnuAl 

mtg
mAr 
mtg

mAy 
mtg

July 
mtg

oct 
mtg

Dec 
mtg

Jay Kern cedar bluffs 402-510-2600 P P P P P P

Jason thiesen cedar bluffs 402-720-7757 P P P P P

Jeff lewis columbus 402-550-0724 P P P

randy Fetrow columbus 402-563-4134 P P P

Dan czarnecki elkhorn 402-933-9654 P P P P

Darrell Starks elkhorn 402-677-5638 P P P P P P

Wade Schaferman Fremont 402-720-9439 P P P P P P

Kyle Kern Fremont 402-699-4489 n/A n/A n/A P P P

mark ulferts lower middle loup 308-536-2854 P P P P

Paul ulferts lower middle loup 308-536-2865 P P P P P P

bob Herring leshara 402-670-7623 P P P P P P

craig Hittner leshara 402-510-2259 P P P P P

Jim Kantor louisville 402-253-8283 P P P P P

Stephen Smith louisville 402-253-2616 P

mike cronican memphis 402-677-7076 P

Kim levin memphis 402-480-4666 P P P P P

Virg crumley monroe 402-495-3195 P P P P P P

roger reed monroe 402-495-2034 P P P P P P

tom Poehling niobrara 402-589-1622 P P

OPEN niobrara n/A n/A n/A n/A n/A n/A n/A

Darren lindgren norfolk 402-720-1194 P P

OPEN norfolk n/A n/A n/A n/A n/A n/A n/A

Justin thiesen north bend 402-909-2004 P P P P P P

matt Shaw north bend 402-720-0007 P P P P P

tim noon/An Schuyler 402-615-2091 P P P P P

mike Pokorny Schuyler 402-430-1104 P P P P

nick Hansen Valley 402-720-4882 P P P P P

mike Denny Valley 402-320-5108 P P P P P P

Derick englebart West Point 402-380-0182 P P P P

mark Kreikemeier West Point 402-380-1183 P P P P P

gary greving Western 308-986-2337 P P P P

rich Schank Western 308-940-0753 P P P

nir levin yutan 402-480-1631 P P P P

cory bennett yutan 402-658-2181 P P

President  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Darrell Starks
Vice President  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jay Kern
Secretary/treasurer  .  .  .  .  . bob Herring

If you have any issues or concerns, please call your  
local director and we will discuss those issues at our 
next directors’ meeting.

News	Articles	and	 
Photos	are	Needed!

If you like receiving the RiverTalk, we need YOUR 
help in getting the news to our members. If you have 
photos or a story that you would like to share with 
our  members,  please  email  to  bob_herring_jr@
yahoo.com or directly to our printer at  myprintjob@
pubprinting.com.  Please  put  NAA  Story/Photo  in 

the subject line so it will get our attention!

Nebraska	Airboaters	Association,	Inc.,	CLASSIFIEDS

www.AirboatNE.com

the women’s auction Paul Ulferts motioned to spend $300.00; Randy 
Fetrow seconded that motion and it also carried.

Tables will be set up for several raffle sales, membership receipts 
and  sales,  gun  raffle  sales,  apparel  sales.  There  will  be  a  2015 
Director sign-up table; a table  for  life  insurance may be available 
as well.

All  new  Lifetime  members  need  to  be  present  to  receive  their 
plaques and have their pictures taken.

Darrell mentioned  that  Frank Krejci  donated  18  acres  south  of 
Elkhorn for a public access ramp and picnic area. It was suggested 
to  investigate  further  information  to  see  if  airboats  were  to  be 
included in this access area and report at a later meeting.

Craig Hittner was contacted for June to August weed control from 
Ashland to North Bend. Should you have time and a boat, there are 
two numbers you can call. 402-616-5683 & 402-444-4583.

Mark Ulferts asked if he can open a special account for the annual 
gun raffle to consolidate payments and simplify the payment to the 
Board of Directors. Tim Noonan motioned to approve the additional 
account; seconded by Roger Reed. Carried.

Set up time will be 11AM, Saturday, February 7th, 2015.

With  no  other  business  Jason  Thiesen  motioned  to  adjourn; 
seconded by Nick Hansen.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Bob Herring, Jr., Secretary/Treasurer

NAA Meeting Minutes continued from Page 3
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LETTER	from the	VICE	PRESIDENT

As we end another year with good memories on the 
river, people start talking about repairs, new ideas and 
buying new boats to get ready for another summer on 
the  river.  Remember  to  get  your  membership  in  for 
2015  and  encourage  others  to  join. We  are  now  over 
400 members, but a few have not sent in dues for next 
year, please do so. All of us have the same goal by being 
part of the Nebraska Airboat Association to protect our 
rights on the rivers we love. Hope to see all of you at the 
annual meeting and on the river.

Sincerely,

Jay Kern
NAA Vice President

LETTER	from the PRESIDENT

I  am  sure most  of  you  have  heard  by  now  that  on 
December 19, 2014 I  lost  the  love of my  life. My wife 
June went to be with God in Heaven. My family and I 
are very sad this holiday season, but have great peace 
of mind knowing she is in Heaven and free at last. One 
day we will be airboating together again.

I  am  really  looking  forward  to  the  upcoming  20th 
anniversary  of  the  NAA  Annual  meeting,  at  the 
Ramada Inn in Columbus, Ne. I look forward to seeing 
everybody  and  hope we  have  a  great  turnout,  as we 
are at an all-time record high of memberships. I urge 
everyone  to  get  out  and  solicit  your  local  businesses 
for raffle donations and to sell your gun raffle tickets. 
This  event  is  our  only  fund-raiser  other  than  our 
membership dues and is very critical to our objective.

You will  find  elsewhere  in  this newsletter  that  the 
NAA has partnered with EMC National Life Insurance 
to offer two different programs to our members. NAA 
member Mike Struebing with Headley Financial Group 
is the agent handling these programs. Mike will have a 
table set up at the annual meeting for all members that 
would be interested. 

Upon closing,  I hope everyone had a very Merry & 
Joyful Christmas, and I want to wish everyone a very 
Happy & prosperous New Year!

I hope to see everyone at the Annual meeting.

May God Bless each and every one of you.

Darrell Starks
NAA President

FROM your EDITOR
I  sincerely hope all members were able  to  enjoy  the  year 

boating around our great Nebraska Rivers. Water may have 
been a little high at times, but there is no better place to be.  
We  visit  among  each  other,  hangout  on  the  sand  bars  and 
enjoy  the  stories.  We  have  members,  spouses  and  friends 
that  prepare  the  best  snacks  and  treats. There  are  always 
new boats, and new friends and hopefully future NEW NAA 
Members. This year was a special treat to me, but mostly for 
Brenda. Thanks  to help  from a  couple  of  great  friends, my 
ole aluminum flat bottom was able to make its way on and 
off sand, without causing Brenda to leave her seat abruptly. 
I  am  thinking  she  probably  likes  the  polymer  as well  as  I 
did.  I  have  enjoyed  working  with  Darrell,  Jay  and  all  our 
great Directors who are there to work with you when needed. 
Don’t hesitate to call them as all our goals are for the same 
purpose. See you all soon!

Thank You,

Bob Herring, Jr.

Parents with two children - a son and a 

daughter - came to a wide river. There was no 

bridge there. The only way to get to the other 

side was to ask a fisherman if he could lend 

them his boat. However, the boat could carry 

only one adult or two children.

How does the family get to the other side and 

return the boat to the fisherman?

RIVER	RIDDLE?

Answer to River Riddle:

First go the children. Son comes back, and father goes on the other 
side to his daughter. Then daughter goes back to pick her brother 
up and they both go to the other side to the father. Son comes back 
to give the boat to mother who goes to the other side (to father and 
daughter). Daughter jumps in and goes to her brother so they can 
both return to their parents. Daughter gets off and son gives the 
boat back on the first side of the river to the fisherman, who goes on 
the other side. There the daughter jumps in and goes to her brother 
to take him back to parents where she (where the whole family 
meets at last) returns the boat to the fisherman.

The boat crossed the river 13 times.
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AIRBOATER’S	CODE of ETHICS
1.  I will respect the rights of all users of the recreational waterways of the state, on public waters 

and on adjacent private property.

2.  I will be considerate and courteous at public vessel launch ramps and docks. In an effort to not 
delay others, I will launch and retrieve my vessel promptly.

3.  I will always operate at a safe speed in posted “No Wake” zones.

4.  When approaching the shoreline, I will be especially aware of swimmers and other water vessels 
near the shoreline.

5.  I realize that my vessel’s equipment, ability, weather conditions, and especially other vessel traffic 
should determine my vessel speed.

6.  In case of an emergency, I will volunteer assistance.

7.  I am aware that my vessel creates air propeller wash and will use idle speed near the shoreline 
and in close proximity to boat launch ramps.

8.  I will ensure that all passengers in my vessel are equipped with safety equipment, including life 
vests, ear protection, eye protection, and required safety equipment.

9.  I will avoid unnecessary disturbance of wildlife and will not enter posted “No Trespass” areas.

10.  I will pay close attention to the engine sound levels that my vessel may create and be aware of 
how others on vessels and on the shoreline will react to it.

11.  I will not litter and will bring back all trash. I will be careful in handling my fuel.

12.  I will not interfere with or harass others. I realize that people will  judge all airboaters by my 
individual actions.

NAA President, Darrell Starks

The  NAA  was  formed  in  May  1995.  Its  purpose  is  to 
preserve  and  protect  the  rights  of  airboat  owners,  by 
working with public and state agencies. We also need to be 
good stewards of the river and surrounding land, encourage 
safe and responsible  recreation. Protect  its watershed  from 
degradation and increase the community’s appreciation of its 
natural beauty.

Defend	Our	Rights:  We have a lobbyist for the 
association to watch for changing legislation.

Promote	and	Enhance	Good	Stewardship:  
Encouraging others to join the NAA and always trying  
to improve our organization.

Encouraging	Safe	and	Responsible	Recreation:  We 
look out for each other and assist boats and passengers 
in trouble. Make sure everyone gets home safe to boat 
another day.

Protect	Watershed	from	Degradation:  Be mindful of 
what you put into the river. Keeping our waters clean and 
clear of debris and trash will keep our rivers beautiful. 
Working to protect banks and property is a challenge but 
worth the fight to preserve our lands next to the river.

Community	Appreciation	for	the	River’s	Natural	
Beauty:  By bringing our family and friends to the 
river for a fun outing teaches others of our states great 
resources, while just simply out for a good time together. 
Teaching our children who will be the next generation of 
boat owners ensures that the tradition carries on.

The  purpose  of  the  NAA  is  to  be  good  guardians  for  the 
rivers we love.

Nebraska	Airboat	Association	05/1995
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ATTENTION!
A special Raffle at  our 2015 Annual Meeting  is 
going to allow an opportunity for one member to 
win a Lifetime Membership. This can be won by 
a current Annual or Lifetime Member to use as a 
gift to an individual of their choice. It can be used 
as a New membership or simply as an UPGRADE 
from Annual to the Lifetime Membership status. 
Raffle  tickets  will  be  available  for  $5.00  per 
chance, the odds are nothing short of SUPER.

Buy several, and GOOD LUCK to you all!

Guns	for	Raffle	at  
Annual	Meeting

•  Savage 243 Bolt Action, Nikon Scope

•  AR-15 DPMS upper DTI lower 223

•  Ruger 1022 Camo 22LR

•  Savage 17 Win. Super Mag.

•  Weatherby Vangard 7mm Rem.

•  Marlin Bolt Action 22LR

•  HR Single Shot 20 gauge

•  Also $200, $100, and $50 cash prizes

Gun  Raffle  winners  that  are  present  at  the 
Annual Meeting will be able to complete necessary 
paperwork and take guns home that day.

Members  needing  more  tickets  are  encouraged 
to mail raffle monies to Mark Ulferts. Additional 
tickets will be mailed promptly.

Please send to:  Mark Ulferts, 57410 S. 240 Ave. 
Fullerton, NE. 68638

You’re	Invited to the 2015	
Annual	NAA	Meeting
Saturday	February	7th,	2015	 

at	the	Ramada	Inn	Rivers	Edge	
Convention	Center,	Columbus,	NE.	

Meeting starts at 2:00 PM. Doors open at noon. 
Arrive early to grab your table, visit with friends, 
and view all the great raffle and auction items.

•  Introduction to the New 2014 
Lifetime Members

•  Gun and Special Raffle  
Winners Announced!

•  $2500 in auction & raffle prizes! 
Ladies raffle prizes too!

•  Nebraska Game & Parks will  
have a representative present.

•  Early Bird $200 Contest  
Winner Announced.

•  A Special $5 Raffle for a chance  
to win a Lifetime Membership.

•  We will have a table to sign up  
for Directors in your area.

•  New NAA Apparel & NAA Banner 
Flags will be available.

Please Reserve your rooms on or before January 
16th, 2015. 60 Rooms are available at $89.95 plus 
tax. Be sure to announce you’re an NAA member  

to get our discounted rate.

402-564-1492
Remember to Renew your Annual Dues to Support 

and Protect our Airboating Privileges on our 
Nebraska Rivers!

Come join the fun!  
Hope to see you all there!

NAA	Annual	Meeting	 
Ribeye	Special

Reg’s 7 Mile Steakhouse

$16.00	Meal

Call Reg for reservations and  
info on transportation

402-562-1135
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AIRBOAT	DOWNUNDER

This story comes from Down Under. No, not a sunken airboat  in a deep 
part of the Platte River (If there is a deep part)... but from Australia where 
my lovely partner Kate and I have our owner built 11 ft by 6 ft Subaru car 
engine powered Minnie Deckover Airboat. This  story  starts way back  in 
1959 when I was just 14 and used to go to the Saturday Matinee at the local 
pictures.

I wish I could remember the name of the movie this particular afternoon... 
but I can't. However, I can remember the plot. Witness has evidence against 
the Mob... hiding in the Everglades. Goodies and Baddies chasing each other 
through  the Everglades with  big Tommy Guns with  their  distinct  round 
magazines. The sound of those whirling propellers and the times they slid 
over the dry ground are still with me and haunted me for many years 'til 
at last in 1975 while backpacking around the world, I finally went for my 
first ride at Wootens Airboats on the Tamiami Trail in Florida. At the time, 
I thought it was great, however I now know that a big tourist airboat is not 
the same as a fun private boat. Far from it!

Before this we had tried a couple of times to build one back in Queensland 
where we lived but really did not have a clue how to do it. One attempt ended 
up as a dog kennel as  I recall. My Dad  liked the upside down Fiberglass 
covered Marine ply hull to keep his working dogs dry on his big sheep farm. 
I still have that 6 ft 4 inch old wooden Aeroplane Propeller that I was going 
to use and some old Banks Maxwell Propeller Catalogues that I had sent 
away for after seeing them advertised in the 'Mechanics Illustrated'. That 
old Antique Propeller is now one of my favourite possessions!

 Kate and I love travelling in the States and were in Florida together again 
in 1985, so, of course, we took another ride at Wootens, but this time in a 
smaller but Cadillac powered fast boat. The ride was good. I thought they 
had a  lot  of Cadillac  owners as  customers but  they had parked a mob  of 
engineless Caddies  in  their carpark to make  it  look busy... Sneaky move, 
Mr. Wooten! But  it worked.  I've got a  sneaky  feeling  I know where  those 
missing engines are.

On our next USA trip in 06 we went for a ride at Cross Creek in Florida, 
(near M K Rawlings home – you know “The Yearling” - that really sad school 
kids  story),  and  again  in  Louisiana  on  the  way  back West.  I  remember 
saying  to  the Operater  “We don't want a nature  type  tour  looking at  the 
Herons  and  Spanish Moss  hanging  from  the  trees,  we want  to  go  Zoom 
Zoom and... Zoom Zoom” he took us! It was great! He  fed some alligators 
marshmallows which was funny. He also got me wet after I climbed out to 
take some action shots of his V8 powered boat but his prop blast blew me off 
my log, losing my best sunnies in the progress and making Kate laugh like 
crazy. My fault entirely.

Year 2011 and Kate said “Why don't we try to build another one.”  ( She 
is a good girl, this Kate, I'm telling you...) By this time we had discovered 
'Southern Airboat' and I had been getting excited when reading all about 
people's builds and looking at beaut pic's of hundreds of airboats. The build 
of  our  little Deckover  started with  getting  a  Subaru Car  Engine with  a 
Rotax Gearbox attached (I had learned by now about prop speeds, and how 
to  keep  them  down.)  The  Subaru Engine  and Gearbox  and  three  bladed 
Prop came from an Ultra Light Aircraft, so was already set up, which saved 
a  lot of work. The 2mm thick Aluminium Hull was  folded and welded by 
local workshops using 'Southern Airboat' info and smaller stuff like engine 
mounts and seats was done by me.

This  time,  year  2013,  when  we  were  in  the  USA  travelling  in  an  old 
motorhome (Bought in Oregon for our three months stay) we were,' Airboat 
Owners', not just lookers, and boy, didn't we get a warm welcome from every 
airboater we met. You people in the States seem to like us Aussies. I think it 
all started back in WW2 when our girls were friendly... very friendly that is, 
if you know what I mean... to your GI's so I think your grandads (who were 
the GI's at the time) remember Australians with mischievous thoughts and 
warm memories.

Kate proudly wears nice Tee shirts given to her by generous airboat people 
like  Triple W Airboats  (near  Lake Okeechobee), who  showed  us  through 
their factory when we called in to have a look. We even met a Park Ranger 
whose  job  it  was  to  patrol  Lake Okeechobee  in  an  airboat...  Got  paid  to 
airboat?!  Oh  wow!...    Papajack  (from  the  SA  forum)  and  his  wife  Cindy 
looked  after  us  for  a  few  days  down  in  Florida  too.  After  riding  around 
a  lake on a beautiful  'like glass'  type day, Jack even  let me have a go on 

his Rotax powered Minnie. The best was yet to come when we heard of a 
couple of other Aussies who were going to 'Thunder on the Loup' and when 
we contacted the NAA to find out who they were, Darrell and June Starks 
insisted we visit so spent a few days with them parked in our motorhome 
down by the Elkhorn River. Of course Darrell  took us riding both on the 
Elkhorn and Platte. In fact, I disgraced myself on a sandbank on the Platte 
when Subaru Larry let me take his Minnie for a burn and I sandblasted a 
few people and their Boats who were partying in the middle of the river... 
Sorry about that Mates. Bad Airboatmanship on my part...Thanks for the 
ride Larry and thanks too,  to Dan and his Dad and the Guys at Central 
Cylinder for showing us through your interesting workshop. As for Darrell 
and June who sort of adopted us… thanks a million! Nebraska is great... we 
just loved it!

From  these  river  trips  in Nebraska we have now  realized  that  the best 
airboating where we live will also be on rivers. Lakes tend to be a bit choppy 
and  there  are  no  swamps  anywhere  for  a  thousand  kilometers  and  the 
crocs  live  in  them anyway. Recently we hooked up Didgeridoo,  (the name 
of our airboat) behind our small motorhome and went for a small trip and 
launched at four different locations around Southern Queensland. Qld., by 
the way, is about four times the size of Texas. It was good and we will do 
it again. Sometimes we saw Kangaroos coming down for a drink. On some 
of the Outback Rivers we expect to see wild pigs too! The fact that we have 
no airboating mates down here to travel with is a disappointment, but the 
interest  in  our  airboat wherever we  go makes up  for  that. We  can't  stop 
anywhere without  someone  coming  over  for  a  look. Not  too many  people 
down here have seen an airboat. Well, except on 'Swamp People' of course... 
or 'Gentle Ben' if they are old enough.

I hope this little story helps repay the kindness that members of the NAA 
have shown us.

Happy Sliding and Riding to you all!

Allan James & Kate O'Dwyer 
- Stanthorpe, Qld., Australia
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August 23rd, 2014

1ST	PLACE
Troy Helleusch - 4.5 lbs 

(largest fish)

2ND	PLACE
Jim Crouse, Mark Russell, 
and John Dubas - 14.4 lbs

3RD	PLACE
Troy Helleusch, Larry 
Anderson, John Sullivan, 
and Brian Herman - 8 lbs

The Nebraska Airboat Association has partnered with EMC National 
Life to provide you with an Easy Choice for your short-term and 
long-term life insurance needs. EMC National Life was selected 
because they offer affordable and simple life insurance that fits 
the needs of our members. In addition, choosing an A- (Excellent) 
with a stable outlook* rated insurance company from the Midwest 
gives us confidence that our members will be offered products that 
provide financial security.
EMC National Life’s Easy Choice products will be offered to Nebraska 
Airboat Association members through a special opportunity that 
runs until March 17, 2015. Mike Struebing of Headley Financial 
has been selected to help you with the acquisition of insurance 
through our new plan with EMC National Life. Mike has been given 
permission to contact each of you and will be doing so through 
the newsletter, regular mail and email. If at any time you have 
questions, please feel free to call or email him through the contact 
information below. Term life policy is policy form ICC14ELP042/ELP042. See form for complete details. Form may vary or be unavailable in some 

states. Whole life policy is policy form ICC12ELP026/ELP026. See form for complete details. Form may vary or be unavailable in 
some states. This flyer is intended to provide brief information about the two life insurance policies.

Why easy choice term & Whole life through emc national life?

Fishing	Contest	at	Fullerton	Lower	Loup	River

Nebraska Airboat Association Endorses EMC National Life
Easy Choice 5-Year Renewable Term Life & Easy Choice Whole Life

Easy Choice Term is a short-term solution that is great for covering car 
payments, college loans or even your outstanding airboat balance. 
Easy Choice Whole Life provides long-term life insurance coverage 
that is perfect for funeral costs and final expense items. It’s important 
to note that neither product requires a medical exam. Life insurance  
does not have to be difficult and with Easy Choice products, the process 
is easy.
* According to A.M. Best Company
easy choice 5-year renewable term life
•	 5-year term life insurance product
•	 Can be renewed for an additional 5 years after the  

initial term
•	 Renewal does not require proving insurability

•	 No medical exams
•	 Issue ages 18-70
•	 Benefit amounts from $5,000-$100,000*
•	 Maximum benefit amount varies by issue age

easy choice Whole life
•	 Lifetime protection (if all premiums are paid)
•	 Builds cash value that can be used as an emergency fund
•	 No medical exams
•	 Issue ages 18-80
•	 Benefit amounts from $5,000-$50,000*

* Maximum benefit amount varies by issue age

There are two options available to cover our members’ 
needs. For additional information and details on the 
policies, contact:
mike Struebing at Headley Financial group 
12110 Post Grace Blvd #101 
La Vista, NE 68128
Office: 402-763-9000 
Cell: 402-670-1406 
Fax: 402-492-0552 
mstruebing@headleyfinancial.com

Why Easy Choice Term & Whole Life through EMC National Life?

The Nebraska Airboat Association has partnered with EMC National Life to provide you with an Easy Choice for your short-
term and long-term life insurance needs. EMC National Life was selected because they offer affordable and simple life 
insurance that fits the needs of our members. In addition, choosing an A- (Excellent) with a stable outlook* rated insurance 
company from the Midwest gives us confidence that our members will be offered products that provide financial security. 

EMC National Life’s Easy Choice products will be offered to Nebraska Airboat Association members through a special 
opportunity that runs until March 17, 2015. Mike Struebing of Headley Financial has been selected to help you with the 
acquisition of insurance through our new plan with EMC National Life. Mike has been given permission to contact each of 
you and will be doing so through the newsletter, regular mail and email. If at any time you have questions, please feel free to 
call or email him through the contact information below.

There are two options available to cover our members’ needs. Easy Choice Term is a short-term solution that is great for 
covering car payments, college loans or even your outstanding airboat balance. Easy Choice Whole Life provides long-term 
life insurance coverage that is perfect for funeral costs and final expense items. It’s important to note that neither product 
requires a medical exam. Life insurance does not have to be difficult and with Easy Choice products, the process is easy.

* According to A.M. Best Company

Nebraska Airboat Association
Endorses EMC National Life

Easy Choice 5-Year Renewable Term Life 
& Easy Choice Whole Life

EMCNL335
EMC, flag design and Count on EMC Reg. U.S. Pat. & Tm. Off.

PO Box 9202 
Des Moines, IA 50306-9202
800-232-5818

www.EMCNationalLife.com

Term life policy is policy form ICC14ELP042/ELP042. See form for complete details. Form may vary or be unavailable in some states.
Whole life policy is policy form ICC12ELP026/ELP026. See form for complete details. Form may vary or be unavailable in some states.

Easy Choice 5-Year Renewable Term Life
•  5-year term life insurance product
•  Can be renewed for an additional 5 years after the initial 
  term

•  Renewal does not require proving insurability
•  No medical exams
•  Issue ages 18-70
•  Benefit amounts from $5,000-$100,000*

* Maximum benefit amount varies by issue age

Easy Choice Whole Life
•  Lifetime protection (if all premiums are paid)
•  Builds cash value that can be used as an emergency fund
• No medical exams
•  Issue ages 18-80
•  Benefit amounts from $5,000-$50,000*

For additional information and details on the policies, contact: 

Mike Struebing at Headley Financial Group 
12110 Post Grace Blvd #101 
La Vista, NE 68128

Office: 402-763-9000
Cell: 402-670-1406
Fax: 402-492-0552
mstruebing@headleyfinancial.com
This flyer is intended to provide brief information about the two life insurance policies.
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Nebraska	Airboaters	Association,	Inc.,	CLASSIFIEDS

Nebraska Airboat Association  is  selling T-shirts  for  the 
first time in a while! They have a sleek new look, and are 
available  in  black  and heather  gray. They  are  $15  each 
and  sizes  SM  through  XXXL  are  available. We will  be 
placing orders for hoodies around the first of July.

If you are interested in either shirts or hoodies, contact Kim 
Levin at 402-480-4666 (text or call). I will also be carrying 
them on my boat during boating events this summer. Heather  

Gray T-Shirt

NAA	T-SHIRTS	&	HOODIES

NAA	FLAG

Blue Iron Airboat Polymer

Horn Plastics Inc
Nikki Lohr 800-772-6146

nlohr@superslide.com

2% Silicone added
UV Stabilized

Quick Lead Times

Custom
Sizes

Available

Purchase	3’	x	5’	flag	$30	each	at	the	annual	meeting.

Saturday February 7th at the Ramada Inn, Columbus

If unable to attend meeting and would like to purchase a 
flag, please email Jay Kern @ kernriver2010@gmail.com or 
call 402-628-8123. Thank You!

Black  
T-Shirt

Pinnacle Airboat Polymer
*Tougher Than Aluminum & Steel

*Slick in Any Weather
*UV Stabilized

Call Brad @ 402-676-5363
www.polymersystemsllc.com

NIRBUILT Custom Airboats & RepairNIRBUILT Custom Airboats & Repair

Nir Levin: 402-480-1631 • www.nirbuiltairboats.comNir Levin: 402-480-1631 • www.nirbuiltairboats.com

Airboats Custom Built To Your Needs! • All Types of Repairs • Engines • Props

334 Main, Wann / Ashland, Ne. 68003

NOW IN STOCK:

Dry Boxes, Gas Tanks, 

Overflow Tanks,

& Rudders

• 1 Year Manufacturer Warranty
MANUFACTURER OF:
River Runner Fiberglass Hulls

AVAILABLE OPTIONS:
• Polished Stainless Steel Rigging

• SeaDek Marine Non-skid
• Built-in Dry Boxes • Walk-Arounds

• Custom Bimini Tops
• Marine Stereo System

• Built-in GPS

WANTED!

Used 2 to 1 
Standard Rotation 
GM Reduction Unit

Call Nick Hansen 
 @ 402-720-4882
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CanCooker is offering a special discount 
just for NAA Members   

Please call                                                                                    
1-877-844-2772 / 402-964-2172 / 402-
720-0819   Be sure to mention this 
ad and that you are an NAA Mem-

ber 

Shawsky's Liquor Mart,  
North Bend, NE 

  
"Load your coolers here" Beer, Pop, 

Ice, Sandwiches, Snacks,  
We carry it all!  

 
Pam and Matt Shaw Owners  

call 402-652-8240 

Bottom Road   
Bar and Grill  

"We Cater to Airboaters"  
 

Call 402-666-9226 from the Hwy 79 
bridge and we'll pick you up!  

 
Pam and Matt Shaw owners 

727-9890 ELKHORN VALLEY AIRBOATS 
SALES & SERVICE 

 
We are now your Midwest dealer for David Clark 
Co. (Marine Division) Intercom Systems for all 

types of watercraft. 
 

ELKHORN VALLEY AIRBOATS is also the Midwest distributor 
for SuperSlide airboat polymer available in: 

• Black recycled HMW medium duty 
• Blue Stripe 100% Virgin HMW medium duty 

• Blue Iron UHMW, 4 times more abrasion-resistant than 
aluminum 

• Yellow UHMW Quartz-filled for Extremely high wear 
• Red Hot UHMW Glass-filled for Extremely high 

wear 
 

402/677-5638 OR 402/779-0111 

Advertising in the Nebraska Airboating Association’s - “River Talk” newsletter is 
free of charge to members of the Nebraska Airboaters Association who are in 
good standing (i.e. dues are paid).   
 
 

Please ensure your membership is up to date before submitting your advertisement. 
 
As of 2 May 2010 Advertising has a new 
procedure.  A paid-up member will be al-
lowed one standard size 2” ad at no charge 
per newsletter.  If they want a larger ad or 
a 2nd ad, the rate is $8.00 per column inch.  
If a non-member wants to advertise, it is a 
charge of $25.00 per 2” adv.  
 
Please use the template to ensure your ad 
fits: 
 
Payments for additional advertising space 
are arranged with the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Sale: 
14 ft.Freedom Craft airboat          
0470 Continental aircraft engine  
Sensenich "Q" 72" prop. 
Aluminum rigging 
40gal. fuel tank 
New custom trailer 
6 hrs. on boat and motor. 

Also for sale: 
15ft. Hamant hull with polymere. Brand 
new hull. Not rigged yet. 
 

Call for more details   
Stacey Delp  1-620-442-4963 
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Advertising in the Nebraska Airboaters Association’s RiverTalk newsletter is free of  
charge to members of the Nebraska Airboaters Association who are in good  
standing (i.e. dues are paid).

Please ensure your membership is up to date 
before submitting your advertisement.

As of May 2, 2010, advertising has a new 
procedure. A paid-up member will be allowed one 
standard size 2" ad at no charge per newsletter. If 
the member wants a larger ad or a second ad, the 
rate is $8.00 per column inch. If a non-member 
wants to advertise, it is a charge of $25.00 per 2" 
advertisement.

Please use the template on right to ensure your 
ad fits.

Payments for additional advertising space are 
arranged with the secretary/treasurer. Please call 
Bob Herring Jr., (402) 670-7623.

TEMPLATE
2" TALL x 2.5" WIDE

AIRBOATING MAGAZINE
A one year subscription is only 
$24.95 for 6 informative issues 
delivered right to your door!

ORDER ONLINE:
www.airboatingmagazine.com
E-mail: info@airboatingmagazine.com
Ph: 727-798-3457 or 352-255-4776

NOW AVAILABLE DIGITALLY:
Apple iTunes Airboating App: http://bit.ly/AIRBOATMAG
 Apple Magamall App: http://bit.ly/magamallABMAG
Android Market Pocketmags App:
     http://bit.ly/PocketMagsABMAG
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Nebraska Airboat Association 
P.O. BOX 104 
Schuyler, NE 68661 

AIRBOAT INSURANCE  
Or any Insurance Need 

"Insuring what's important to you---auto, 
home, family & AIRBOATS!!"  

 Contact  
Diane Arps 

FOLDA & Co. 
Schuyler, NE 

Ph:  1-888-755-3742 Toll Free  
or home: 402-352-3045. 
Lifetime NAA Member 

Nir-Built Custom Airboats and Repair 
 

Airboats Custom 
Built To Your 

Needs! 
 

Call today to order 
your new airboat. 

All types of repairs. 
 

334 Main Wann, Ashland, NE 68003 
 

Nir Levin 402-480-1631 
“Dealer for Bullfrog Hulls” 

 

For Sale:   
 
A 1 owner airboat, Whitetail hull, black 
polymer, 350 Marine engine,.  Direct drive, 
Whirwhind prop, 2 blade, with trailer, with 
custom floor decks. Seat covers turquoise 
and the boat too. 
 
Clean and runs great, asking $11,500 
 
Contact Jerry Cook  Cell:402-699-6617 
South of Valley NE 

For Sale:   
2001 Combee 16’ Hull, w/ Galvanized Trailer  

New Polymer, Glass, Gelcoat, Cadillac 502 Direct 
Drive, New Stereo system, Faria gauges. 3 tiered bend 

seats, holds 8.  Call Derick Engelbart  402-380-0182 

Diane Arps
Agri-City Insurance

Schuyler, NE
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Nebraska Airboaters
Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 523
Fremont, NE 68026

402-239-5117

YOUR	AD
COULD	BE

HERE!
Advertising in the Nebraska Airboaters 
Association’s RiverTalk newsletter is free 
of charge to members of the Nebraska 
Airboaters Association. Please see page 
11 for advertising details!


