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DO WE HAVE YOUR CORRECT ADDRESS?
 Each mailing, the association receives several newsletters back due to old addresses and expired forwarding orders. 
PLEASE let your director know or contact your secretary, Jessica Fetrow, to report your new address. Her email 
address is jessfetrow@gmail.com. Her cell phone number is 402-276-1867.

 Please save the association the expense of mailing your newsletter TWICE! If you know of someone who is NOT 
receiving their newsletter, please let us know that as well!

RiverTalk is a publication produced on behalf of the Nebraska Airboaters Association, Inc., by:

Publication Printing of Nebraska, Inc. 
208 Third Street, P.O. Box 130 
Waterloo, NE 68069 
Phone (402) 779-4696 
Email myprintjob@pubprinting.com

Layout, design and production by Publication Printing of Nebraska, Inc., on behalf of the Nebraska Airboaters Association, Inc. 
Copyright 2024, All rights reserved.

No part of this work may be reproduced, reprinted or transmitted or stored in any form or medium, or by any means, now known 
or later discovered, whether digital, electronic, mechanical (including, but not limited to photocopying and recording) or otherwise, 
or by any information storage or retrieval system, without express prior permission in writing from the Nebraska Airboaters 
Association, Inc. Listings and events in this publication are based on information provided to the publisher by the deadline. While 
efforts have been taken in the preparation of this publication to assure its accuracy, neither the Nebraska Airboaters Association, 
Inc., or Publication Printing of Nebraska, Inc., assume any liability for errors in, changes to, or omissions from, this publication or 
from the use of the information contained herein or from any damages (whether direct or indirect, consequential, special, punitive or 
exemplary) resulting therefrom or in connection therewith.

q Annual Membership = $50 q Is this a New Membership? Date
	 q Is this a Renewal Membership?

q Lifetime Membership = $500

Date of Birth

Name

Address

City

State Zip Code

Email

Phone Number

Alternate Phone Number

2024 NAA Membership Application
(A CHEAP PRICE TO PAY TO PRESERVE YOUR BOATING RIGHTS.)

THE TREASURER WILL MAIL YOUR CARD AFTER THE APPLICATION IS PROCESSED.

MAIL TO:
Nebraska Airboaters Assn.
P.O. Box 111
Columbus, NE 68602

q Save the NAA postage and
 email my newsletter to me
 at the email address on left.
 I do not need a printed issue.

Please cut out this membership form and mail it to NEBRASKA AIRBOATERS ASSOCIATION, P.O. Box 111, Columbus, NE 68602

ON THE COVER
Ice jam on the Platte River near McGinns Lake

on 2/2/24. Photo by Justin Mensik
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NAA Director Meeting Minutes
December 10th, 2023 

Meeting called to order at 2:02 PM at Beer 30 Bar, Chapman, NE. Roll call 
conducted, 18 out of 19 directors present. 

September 10, 2023 minutes were read aloud by Jessica Fetrow. Motion 
to approve September minutes was made by Matt King, second by Marty 
Reznicek. Approved unanimously. 

Financial report was provided to directors, reviewed, and discussed. Motion 
to approve financial report made by Wade Wagner, second by Jim Kantor. 
Approved unanimously. 

Old Business: 

Updated copies of bylaws were provided to all directors present. 

Annual meeting (February 2nd, 2024)
 • The Ramada has changed the cost of the meal per plate since last year
  significantly. The meal at the 2023 meeting cost $22/plate with the
  NAA charging $20/plate and paying the remaining $2/plate. The meal
  will now cost $29/plate plus gratuity and taxes. Directors discussed
  this increased price and whether or not to have the meal at the 2024
  meeting with the price increase. Directors discussed pros and cons.
   o A motion was made by Kirk Westring to charge members
    $25/plate and the NAA pay the rest of the cost/plate, second
    made by Matt King. Before voting on this motion, Randy also let
    directors know that the band, “Swiped Right”, that performed at
    the 2023 meeting recently backed out and is now not available
    for the 2024 meeting. They recommended a band that may be
    available however the cost of this band to play is $1,500,
    significantly more than “Swiped Right” charged. After learning
    this additional information, Kirk Westring rescinded his motion
    regarding the meal.
   o Discussion continued regarding alternative options given the
    meeting is two months away. A motion was made to not offer

    the catered meal at the 2024 annual meeting due to cost, but
    continue to talk with the Ramada about other cost effective food
    options including reserving the hospitality room. The motion
    was made by Mark Ulferts, second by Kirk Westring. Motion
    passed by majority vote.
   o Directors agreed that they would still like to see some kind of
    entertainment after the meeting. A motion was made to continue
    seeking entertainment options, not to exceed $1,500. This
    motion was made by Mark Ulferts, second by Lynden Rathje.
    Motion passed by majority vote.
 • Randy shared with directors their assigned tasks during the annual
  meeting. These are just a guideline and can be adjusted as needed.

New Business: 

Directors were encouraged to seek out other venue options for the 2025 
annual meeting. Although the meeting has been held at the Ramada in 
Columbus for several years, there is no contract signed for 2025 yet. The 
2025 annual meeting will also be the NAA’s 30th anniversary. 

Dredging the Home front pond has not happened yet as they are waiting for 
frost. 

New apparel company discussion was tabled until a later date.

Motion to adjourn meeting made by Kirk Westring, second by Dustin 
Feyerherm. Meeting adjourned at 2:49 PM.

2024 EVENT CALENDAR
Please note, not all these events are the NAA’s, 
we are sponsoring and donating to a lot of other

organizations events this year! 
• Watch our Facebook page for more updates and details! •

April 27th: 10:00 am, Homefront Cleanup.
 Contact Randy Fetrow 402-276-0437,
 Matt Shaw 402-720-0007

June 2nd: 1:00 pm, Directors Meeting @ Homefront

June 15th: Poker Run at Fremont Hwy 77 Bridge.
 Sign up 11:00 am - 1:00 pm 
 Contact Randy Kassmeier 402-615-0103

July 20th: Veterans Rides @ Homefront.
 Setup 9:00 am, rides 11:00 am-4:00 pm.
 Contact Randy Fetrow 402-276-0437

July 26th: Weekend Kickoff Party @ Homefront

July 27th: Columbus Run

Sept. 8th: 2:00 pm, Directors Meeting
 @ Hay Barn Bar & Grill in Beemer, NE

Dec. 8th: 2:00 pm, Directors Meeting
 @ Location to be announced

Feb. 1st: 2025 Annual Meeting
 @ Location to be announced

 DATE EVENT
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CanCooker is offering a special discount 
just for NAA Members   

Please call                                                                                    
1-877-844-2772 / 402-964-2172 / 402-
720-0819   Be sure to mention this 
ad and that you are an NAA Mem-

ber 

SShhaawwsskkyy''ss  LLiiqquuoorr  MMaarrtt,,    
NNoorrtthh  BBeenndd,,  NNEE  

  
"Load your coolers here" Beer, Pop, 

Ice, Sandwiches, Snacks,  
We carry it all!  

 
Pam and Matt Shaw Owners  

call 402-652-8240 

BBoottttoomm  RRooaadd      
BBaarr  aanndd  GGrriillll    

""WWee  CCaatteerr  ttoo  AAiirrbbooaatteerrss""    
 

Call 402-666-9226 from the Hwy 79 
bridge and we'll pick you up!  

 
Pam and Matt Shaw owners 

727-9890 ELKHORN VALLEY AIRBOATS 
SALES & SERVICE 

 
We are now your Midwest dealer for David Clark 
Co. (Marine Division) Intercom Systems for all 

types of watercraft. 
 

ELKHORN VALLEY AIRBOATS is also the Midwest distributor 
for SuperSlide airboat polymer available in: 

• Black recycled HMW medium duty 
• Blue Stripe 100% Virgin HMW medium duty 

• Blue Iron UHMW, 4 times more abrasion-resistant than 
aluminum 

• Yellow UHMW Quartz-filled for Extremely high wear 
• Red Hot UHMW Glass-filled for Extremely high 

wear 
 

402/677-5638 OR 402/779-0111 

Advertising in the Nebraska Airboating Association’s - “River Talk” newsletter is 
free of charge to members of the Nebraska Airboaters Association who are in 
good standing (i.e. dues are paid).   
 
 

Please ensure your membership is up to date before submitting your advertisement. 
 
As of 2 May 2010 Advertising has a new 
procedure.  A paid-up member will be al-
lowed one standard size 2” ad at no charge 
per newsletter.  If they want a larger ad or 
a 2nd ad, the rate is $8.00 per column inch.  
If a non-member wants to advertise, it is a 
charge of $25.00 per 2” adv.  
 
Please use the template to ensure your ad 
fits: 
 
Payments for additional advertising space 
are arranged with the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Sale: 
14 ft.Freedom Craft airboat          
0470 Continental aircraft engine  
Sensenich "Q" 72" prop. 
Aluminum rigging 
40gal. fuel tank 
New custom trailer 
6 hrs. on boat and motor. 

Also for sale: 
15ft. Hamant hull with polymere. Brand 
new hull. Not rigged yet. 
 

Call for more details   
Stacey Delp  1-620-442-4963 
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just for NAA Members
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GABE MACKEY
402-720-6525

Stacey Langmack
402-276-2265

https://elevacity.com/staceylangmack.com

Elevate with
Healthy
Coffee

Weight Managing,
Mood Boosting,

Healthy Infused Coffee

PLUMBING • HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING

BRUCE HAJEK

(402) 480-2574
(402) 628-2305

Dirt, Rock & Grading • Acreage Aerating 
Large Lot / Acreage Mowing

Rob “Bert” Thiessen  402-672-7249
Have dirt?  Need work?  Call Bert!

SEPTIC SYSTEMS • UNDERGROUND WATER LINES
SEWER LINES • TREE CLEARING & MUCH MORE!

Luke kardeLL

OWNER
402-719-3581

1681 Co. Rd. 16 
Ames, Nebraska 68621
Luke@kardellexcavating.com

River Life Airboat Tours
NEW OWNER - Kyle Kern

Reserve for family or class reunions, 
business outings.

Enjoy the beautiful Platte River!

Call today to reserve your date.
402-699-4489 Cedar Blufffs, NE

CUSTOM BOATS

  9 0 3 . 6 4 0 . 6 8 5 59 0 3 . 6 4 0 . 6 8 5 5   
CHECK OUT OUR LATEST BUILD  
T u n n e l  h u l l  w /  S u p e r c h a r g e d  

S t a g e  3  L T 4  c o u n t e r  r o t a t o r

4 RiverTalk • www.AirboatNE.com
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Looking Back...

It’s hard to believe that March 2019 was five 
years ago already. Not many have forgotten the 
historic high water we saw those days! Airboaters 
played a crucial role in assisting first responders 
and farmers by getting aid to places that only an 

Five Year Anniversary of the 2019 Flood
airboat could reach. From hauling hay to stranded 
cattle, to getting trapped homeowners to high 
ground. Airboaters rose to the occasion to lend a 
helping hand. Their efforts were much appreciated 
and will never be forgotten!
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AIRBOAT RIDES!!

FREE FOR VETERANS & THEIR FAMILYS
SECOND ANNUAL NEBRASKA AIRBOATERS

ASSOCIATION VETS RIDE!
WE WOULD LIKE TO SAY THANK YOU TO OUR

VETERANS BY OFFERING AIRBOAT RIDES!

BRING A BEVERAGE & JOIN US FOR SOME
FOOD & EXPERIENCE A FREEDOM WE
ENJOY BECAUSE OF YOUR SERVICE

JULY  15 th. 11:00 AM -5:00 PM
AT OUR NORTH BEND HOMEFRONT!

IF YOU'D KINDLY RSVP TO
 NAA@AIRBOATNE.COM

Scan QR Code For
Directions

Scan QR Code For
Our Website

Or Call/Text 402-276-0437
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SECOND ANNUAL NEBRASKA AIRBOATERS

ASSOCIATION VETS RIDE!
WE WOULD LIKE TO SAY THANK YOU TO OUR
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 NAA@AIRBOATNE.COM
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Directions
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3rd Annual
NEBRASKA AIRBOATERS ASSOCIATION

Bring a beverage and join us for food and
experience a freedom we enjoy because of your service

July 20th, 2024
11:00 am - 4:00 pm

Location: Our North Bend Homefront

Kindly RSVP to
NAA@AIRBOATNE.COM
or call/text 402-276-0437

We would like to say

Thank You
to our Veterans by offering FREE airboat rides!

Scan QR Code
For Our Website

Scan QR Code
For Directions

FREE FOR

VETERANS
& THEIR 
FAMILIES

VETS RIDE!
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2023 Officers & Directors Attendance

If you have any issues or concerns, please call your local 
director and we will discuss those issues at our next 
directors' meeting.

President ........................................................... Randy Fetrow
Vice President ..........................................................Kyle Kern
Secretary/Treasurer ............ Jessica Fetrow/Ronda Thiessen

  CONTACT  JUNE SEPT DEC MAR
DIRECTOR AREA NUMBER EMAIL MTG MTG MTG MTG
Jay Gould, Jr. Ashland 402-690-2890 jayg4845@yahoo.com    P 
Rob Thiessen Ashland 402-672-7249 drrtbert@yahoolcom A P P P
Todd Bailey David City 402-615-0552 toddmbailey2003@gmail.com P P A P
Randy Kassmeier David City 402-615-0103 randykass81@hotmail.com P P P P
Randy Fetrow Genoa 402-276-0437 randyfetrow@gmail.com P P P P
Kirk Westring Genoa 402-910-4424 k.westring@gmail.com P A P P
Matt King Grand Island 308-940-0939 mkingfarms@yahoo.com A A P A
Dustin Feyerherm Norfolk 402-380-9212 dfeyerherm@yahoo.com A P P P
Wade Wagner Norfolk 402-380-3690 wagner29ta@hotmail.com P P P P
Mark Ulferts North Loup 308-550-0271 markulferts0@gmail.com A A P P
Justin Melia North Loup 308-730-1926 justinmelia@yahoo.com A A P A
Jessica Fetrow North Platte 402-276-1867 jessfetrow@gmail.com P P P P
Jim Kantor Plattsmouth 402-660-9068 james.kantor1960@yahoo.com P P P P
Mark Kreikemeier Schuyler 402-380-1133 mark@danko.net A P P P
Marty Reznicek Schuyler 402-720-3916 mc.rez@hotmail.com P P P P
Justin Thiesen Schuyler 402-909-2004 justinthiesen@hotmail.com P A P P
Jay Kern Wahoo 402-510-2600 kernriver2010@gmail.com P P P P
Kyle Kern Wahoo 402-699-4489 riverlifetours@gmail.com P P P P
Lynden Rathke Wahoo 402-317-9518 lyndenrathke@gmail.com P P P P
Matt Shaw Wahoo 402-720-0007 shawman1963@gmail.com P P P P
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HOMEFRONT DREDGING
Sawyer Construction and Wiese Plumbing worked together on digging out the pond at the Homefront. This project was funded by 
Columbus Run T-shirt sales.

Knox Kern was the first 
one with his airboat in 
the freshly dug out lake 
at the Homefront.
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Photos by Kim Merrill

Photos from 2024 Annual Meeting
The 29th Annual 
Meeting was held 
on February 2, 
2024 at the Barrel 
House in downtown 
Columbus. Lifetime 
Membership plaques 
were handed out, as 
well as scholarship 
certificates.

Wonderful music played by the band “Great Team Hero”.

Lifetime Membership recipients.

A great turnout!

Playing heads or tails!

Game Warden Cory Krause 
gives friendly reminders to 
boaters.

Scholarship recipients.



Nirbuilt
Custom Airboats & repair
Nirbuilt
Custom Airboats & repair

Dry Boxes, Gas Tanks, Overflow Tanks, & Rudders in stock

402-480-1631
nirbuilt@gmail.com 
334 Main
Ashland, NE 68003

402-480-1631
nirbuilt@gmail.com 
334 Main
Ashland, NE 68003

www.nirbuiltairboats.comwww.nirbuiltairboats.com

2777 N Broadwell PO Box 1428 
Grand Island, NE. 68802

Office  (308) 382-0160 
Cell  (308) 379-0758 
Fax  (308) 382-1022

ron.mcbride@asihiyield.com 
www.asihiyield.com

Ron McBride 
AGRICULTURAL SERVICES, INC.

Ratios available: 2.09, 2.38, 2.55, 2.68, 2.88
Finish options: standard high shine mill,  

anodized, and mirror polished
All Ox Drives are hand fitted to give you  
the highest quality box available today.

For more information contact our Midwest Dealer 
Platteview Produtions: Brad Meck 402-676-5363

Pinnacle Airboat Polymer
*Tougher Than Aluminum & Steel

*Slick in Any Weather
*UV Stabilized

Call 888-731-2022
www.polymersystemsllc.com

 

 
David C. Mitchell  

Attorney   
Over 30 years of Experience 

 

 
 YOST, SCHAFERSMAN, LAMME, HILLIS, 
MITCHELL, SCHULZ & HARTMANN, P.C. 

A Limited Liability Organization 
81 West Fifth Street 

Fremont, NE 68025 Tel: (402) 721-6160 
E-mail: dcm@yostlawfirm.com Fax: (402) 721-6198 
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E-mail: dcm@yostlawfirm.com Fax: (402) 721-6198 

	

Come see us for all your boating 
& water sport needs!

Convenient location on the way to the lakes!

1500 W. Military Ave. (402) 721-1341 
Fremont, NE 68025

Visit our website at Victorymarinellc.com

10 RiverTalk • www.AirboatNE.com
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• Red Hot UHMW Glass-filled for Extremely high 

wear 
 

402/677-5638 OR 402/779-0111 

Advertising in the Nebraska Airboating Association’s - “River Talk” newsletter is 
free of charge to members of the Nebraska Airboaters Association who are in 
good standing (i.e. dues are paid).   
 
 

Please ensure your membership is up to date before submitting your advertisement. 
 
As of 2 May 2010 Advertising has a new 
procedure.  A paid-up member will be al-
lowed one standard size 2” ad at no charge 
per newsletter.  If they want a larger ad or 
a 2nd ad, the rate is $8.00 per column inch.  
If a non-member wants to advertise, it is a 
charge of $25.00 per 2” adv.  
 
Please use the template to ensure your ad 
fits: 
 
Payments for additional advertising space 
are arranged with the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Sale: 
14 ft.Freedom Craft airboat          
0470 Continental aircraft engine  
Sensenich "Q" 72" prop. 
Aluminum rigging 
40gal. fuel tank 
New custom trailer 
6 hrs. on boat and motor. 

Also for sale: 
15ft. Hamant hull with polymere. Brand 
new hull. Not rigged yet. 
 

Call for more details   
Stacey Delp  1-620-442-4963 
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CanCooker is offering a special discount 
just for NAA Members   

Please call                                                                                    
1-877-844-2772 / 402-964-2172 / 402-
720-0819   Be sure to mention this 
ad and that you are an NAA Mem-

ber 

SShhaawwsskkyy''ss  LLiiqquuoorr  MMaarrtt,,    
NNoorrtthh  BBeenndd,,  NNEE  

  
"Load your coolers here" Beer, Pop, 

Ice, Sandwiches, Snacks,  
We carry it all!  

 
Pam and Matt Shaw Owners  

call 402-652-8240 

BBoottttoomm  RRooaadd      
BBaarr  aanndd  GGrriillll    

""WWee  CCaatteerr  ttoo  AAiirrbbooaatteerrss""    
 

Call 402-666-9226 from the Hwy 79 
bridge and we'll pick you up!  

 
Pam and Matt Shaw owners 

727-9890 ELKHORN VALLEY AIRBOATS 
SALES & SERVICE 

 
We are now your Midwest dealer for David Clark 
Co. (Marine Division) Intercom Systems for all 

types of watercraft. 
 

ELKHORN VALLEY AIRBOATS is also the Midwest distributor 
for SuperSlide airboat polymer available in: 

• Black recycled HMW medium duty 
• Blue Stripe 100% Virgin HMW medium duty 

• Blue Iron UHMW, 4 times more abrasion-resistant than 
aluminum 

• Yellow UHMW Quartz-filled for Extremely high wear 
• Red Hot UHMW Glass-filled for Extremely high 

wear 
 

402/677-5638 OR 402/779-0111 

Advertising in the Nebraska Airboating Association’s - “River Talk” newsletter is 
free of charge to members of the Nebraska Airboaters Association who are in 
good standing (i.e. dues are paid).   
 
 

Please ensure your membership is up to date before submitting your advertisement. 
 
As of 2 May 2010 Advertising has a new 
procedure.  A paid-up member will be al-
lowed one standard size 2” ad at no charge 
per newsletter.  If they want a larger ad or 
a 2nd ad, the rate is $8.00 per column inch.  
If a non-member wants to advertise, it is a 
charge of $25.00 per 2” adv.  
 
Please use the template to ensure your ad 
fits: 
 
Payments for additional advertising space 
are arranged with the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Sale: 
14 ft.Freedom Craft airboat          
0470 Continental aircraft engine  
Sensenich "Q" 72" prop. 
Aluminum rigging 
40gal. fuel tank 
New custom trailer 
6 hrs. on boat and motor. 

Also for sale: 
15ft. Hamant hull with polymere. Brand 
new hull. Not rigged yet. 
 

Call for more details   
Stacey Delp  1-620-442-4963 

Mark Kreikemeier
Snyder, Nebraska

Ph: (402) 380-1133

Jolene Kassmeier
220 E 11th Street

Schuyler, NE 68661
Toll Free: 1-888-755-3742

Office: (402) 352-2483
Cell: (402) 615-0766

jkassmeier@agri-city.com

Call for your Airboat Insurance

402-239-5117

 Advertising in the Nebraska 
Airboaters Association’s RiverTalk 
newsletter is free of charge to members 
of the Nebraska Airboaters Association 
who are in good standing (i.e. dues are 

paid). Please ensure your membership is up to date 
before submitting your advertisement.
 A paid-up member will be allowed one standard 
size 2" ad at no charge per newsletter. If the member 
wants a larger ad or a second ad, the rate is $8.00 per 
column inch. If a non-member wants to advertise, it 
is a charge of $25.00 per 2" advertisement.
 Payments for additional advertising space are 
arranged with the secretary.
 Please call Jessica Fetrow at (402) 276-1867.

Diane Arps
220 E 11th Street | Schuyler, NE 68661

Toll Free: 1-888-755-3742
Office: (402) 352-2483

Fax: (402) 352-3366
Cell: (402) 641-6402

darps@agri-city.com

Call for your Airboat Insurance
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Nebraska Airboaters
Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 111
Columbus, NE 68602

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

P A I D
MAIL U.S.A.

 1. I will respect the rights of all users of the recreational waterways 
  of the state, on public waters and on adjacent private property. 
 2. I will be considerate and courteous at public vessel launch ramps
  and docks. In an effort to not delay others, I will launch and retrieve 

my vessel promptly. 
 3. I will always operate at a safe speed in posted “No Wake” zones. 
 4. When approaching the shoreline, I will be especially aware of 

swimmers and other water vessels near the shoreline. 
 5. I realize that my vessel’s equipment, ability, weather conditions, and 

especially other vessel traffic should determine my vessel speed. 
 6. In case of an emergency, I will volunteer assistance. 
 7. I am aware that my vessel creates air propeller wash and will use idle 

speed near the shoreline and in close proximity to boat launch ramps. 
 8. I will ensure that all passengers in my vessel are equipped with
  safety equipment, including life vests, ear protection, eye protection, 

and required safety equipment. 
 9. I will avoid unnecessary disturbance of wildlife and will not enter 

posted “No Trespass” areas. 
 10. I will pay close attention to the engine sound levels that my vessel
  may create and be aware of how others on vessels and on the
  shoreline will react to it. 
 11. I will not litter and will bring back all trash. 

I will be careful in handling my fuel. 
 12. I will not interfere with or harass others. 

I realize that people will judge all airboaters by my individual actions.

AIRBOATER’S CODE of ETHICS Have a Story or Photo 
You’d Like to Share?
 If you like receiving the RiverTalk, we 
need YOUR help in getting the news to our 
members. If you have photos or a story that 
you would like to share with our members, 
please email to Justin Mensik. He is the 
new manager of our newsletter. His email is: 
justin.mensik@gmail.com Please put NAA 
Story/Photo in the subject line so it gets  
our attention!


